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inflated prices, through the settled principle that a public calling is en- 
titled to no more than a fair return upon its actual investment. 

In conclusion, Professor Wyman predicts that "regulation — not de- 
struction — will be shown to be the policy of the 20th century." 

J. Wallace Bryan. 

My Life. By August Bebel. (Chicago : University of Chicago 
Press, 1913. Pp. 343.) 

The death of August Bebel at Zurich on August 13 last adds a timely 
interest to this first installment of his autobiography which brings his 
life down to the year 1878. To students of the earlier history of the 
social democratic party the book is certain to become a source of the 
first importance. It also throws a flood of light — from the point of view 
of the extreme left, of course — upon the origin of the German Empire 
and the parliamentary history of its first period. 

On the personal side of his life Bebel is extremely reticent. But he 
does tell enough to make the wonder of his achievement plain. The 
doubly orphaned child of poverty stricken parents, both of whom died 
of tuberculosis, himself physically slight and weak, it is remarkable 
enough that he should have survived a youth of toil and privation. That 
a man of apparently so little stamina should have lived to become the 
most effective popular orator of Germany, to accomplish the enormous 
mass of detail work necessary to the formation of this party, to serve 
that party term after term in the Reichstag, to go to prison for it repeat- 
edly, and all this while laboring under the necessity of earning an income 
for himself and family, the story seems little short of the miraculous. 

Throughout it is narrated with a Sachlichkeit and an almost total 
absence of personal bitterness, which, considering the provocation in- 
volved in some of the events, is almost too saintly. Those who recall the 
vehemence, the impression of torrential might which Bebel gave on the 
stump, will look in vain for the orator in these pages. It is evident that 
there was quite another side to the man. In addition to the fire and 
passion of the campaigner he possessed abundant patience and sound 
judgment without which, indeed, he could never have been so adept and 
successful an artificer of party. 

Even as a school-boy, Bebel tells us, he manifested those traits of 
character which were later to gain him the nickname of " Gerechtigkeits- 
meier." And in spite of the extremely troubled nature of his relations 
with many of the conservative and liberal leaders of his time he is clearly 
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at pains to be as just as a partisan could hope to be in his estimates of 
their characters. One might anticipate that Bismarck, at least, would 
be dealt with savagely. As a matter of fact the great chancellor is 
frankly portrayed as an arch type of reaction and force, but there is a 
minimum of personal feeling in the references to his policies. Possibly 
the next volume of the autobiography dealing with the period of the 
exception laws against the socialists will be more severe. In the preface 
addressed to his English readers, Bebel refers to these laws as having 
proved utterly ineffectual after remaining in force twelve years, and, 
further, as having cost the chancellor his office. His proof of the latter 
thesis will be awaited with interest. 

Bebel deals far less considerately with von Schweitzer, the one-time 
dictator of the General Labor Union, than with Bismarck. There are 
a number of interesting and sympathetic references to Lassalle, Marx, 
Engels, Most, and, of course, to the elder Liebknecht, who was for so 
long Bebel's most devoted and able colleague. They did not always 
agree but they always fought side by side on the great issues of the move- 
ment. And one gains an insight into the curious relation to the rising 
party of the "two oldsters in London," — Marx and Engels. 

The philosophy underlying the attitude of Bebel and his followers 
toward the war of 1866-67 finds expression in the following staking 
passage: "My personal opinion is that for a people which is not free; 
defeat is rather favourable than otherwise to its internal development. 
Victories result in a Government the reverse of democratic in type, 
haughty and exacting in quality while reverses force the Government 
to approach the people and to win its goodwill." 

A large part of the present volume is devoted to a detailed account of 
the great landmarks of the early history of the socialist movement in 
Germany: Lassalle's Manifesto, the Congresses at Stuttgart, Nurem- 
burg, Barmen-Elberfeld, Eisenach, Dresden, and Gotha. Bebel's con- 
viction that irresistible forces are driving the masses of men into the 
ranks of social-democracy and his faith in the proximate success of the 
movement are manifest on every page of his autobiography. One notes 
the calm confidence of the man that he was right in every party contro- 
versy in which he was engaged. What statesman who has been in 
responsible office for one-tenth the period covered by Bebel's unofficial 
leadership could take such a position in his memoirs? Decidedly there 
are compensations in minority party leadership especially if the party 
enjoys so phenomenal a growth as that of the German social-democracy. 

Robert C. Brooks. 



